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PREFATORY NOTE. 


Afost students have found two serious di 地 culties in the way 
of aequiring an accurate knowledge of connected conversation in 
り Japanese : The speeimens in print are oftentimes nearlY or quite 
illegible to as beginner,and they abound in Chinese characters unac- 
companied by the た oxg. As aconsequence, one who has not made 
considerable progress is umable to read continuously withonut a teacher 
at his elbow. 

Jn jew of these 地 culties, a number have favored the PTYeDara- 
tion of transliterated texts, bnt for the following and other yeasons 
this plan has not received universal approval : 一 - 

Probably the nnajority of scholars would agree that one obtains a 
more intimate knowledge of ]anguages generally, through the charac- 
ters employed by those to whom ther are the mother-tongues, than by 
anY system of transcription in ahen letters : but せ this be true oE such 
]anguages as Hebrew and Greek, mnch more is 演 rue of Chinese and 
Japanese, in which the Written Langnage is everything and the 
Spoken Language relatively nothing. Be this as it may, until the 
Japanese themselves abandon their present system of writing, it cer- 
tainly can not be gainsaid tbat the stndent must master the た 7zg and 
a certajn nnmber of Chinese characters, or cease reading with the last 
page of his transliterated texts. The plan proposed therefore seems 
merely to avoid the di 仙 culties for a time, instead ot meeting them at 
onceandforall. Neither should it be forgotten that the continuned 
use of transliterated texts may have atendency to beguile one into 
transliterating Japanese books for himself, when the time necessary 
。 for 好 e transcription of a few hundred pages in Roman letters would 

go far towards making bim independent of snch helps if otherwise 
employed. Hinally it may fairly be questioned whether the method 


proposed is not kely to interfere with the acquisition of a correct pro- 
nunciation. Roman letters express to the reader'a eye certain fxed 
sounds: andit seemsto bea danger of this system that the eye mayY 


mislead the ear. 

The present volume is the fnxst of a series designed to assist the 
new student by a different method. To meet the 中 大 culty arising 
from badlY formed を gzxg, a piece of simple Coiloquial has been selected 
and printed with the best nnoveable types to be obtained : the principle 
peng that the proper preparation for the readnng of 辿 -shapen letters 
is the mastery of their normal forms by actual practhce. For conven- 
ience of reference, two tables have been jnserted : one contanning all 
the vameties of た gc Whieh appear jn the book, and the other the 
Roman letters which have been empioyed to represent the various 
characters of the Syllabary. It is thought that the student who will 
go through this volume with care will have httle further semious 中 仙 - 
culty with any other を gz prmting that js fairly well done. 

The second volume of the series, which will be edited by Mr: 
Geo. Wilham KKnox, will consjst of selections froml the zu-9g た ん 
ce? が o 万 zgse。 prefaced by a table containing a number of the 
the Chinese characters most frequently employed. jn the table these 
will have the た ez a 缶 xed to them, in the body of the book however 
they will be written alone the result hoped for being that the stadent 
who masters this volume will have at conmand sonne two or three 
hundred of the characters most in use. Shouid these Yentures meet 
with approval, they may be followed by a third volume still further 
earrying out the idea of the second. 

In the work of preparstion for the press, the editor has had the 
advantage of the scholarship of Mr. Takahashi ば or0. 

The student is requested to observe the hist of typographical erors 
appended : at the same tme heis cautioned that it js not hkely to 
Prove complete. 


Tokiyo, Sept. 26, 1881. 


WILLIAM IMBRTE. 
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In the table contained in Mr. Satow's paper on the Tranaliteration of 
the Japanese Svllabary (See Transactions of the Asiatic Society, Vol.VII Part 
III Page 255)、e yr andthegof No.10 are dropped : sz and se with the 79o77 
are written 蘭 W and z: and in No.10 zoz and zetakethe place of and ze. In 
the second edition of his Grammar of the Written Language、 Ar. Aston 
represents st with the れ zorr by zz: cz with the zzgoyz by d+, and in NNo.10 
writes tet and einsteadof ん and ye.、Fhe stndent is also referred to the Chrys- 


anthemnm Vol.I Page 305 for a number of variations suggested by Mr. Eby. | 


The arrangement of the tables on this and the following page being 
that of the Go 7 ox, ( ンー ん) does not appear. 
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